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U.S. Asks Returnv oi ‘Papers
Used in Hougnton Book

A book 10 be published this fall by
Houchton Mifflin contains some inud-
vertently declassificd documents about
the supcrsecret  Notiopal  Security
Agency. and the foderal povernment
vants them back. The author says no.
that they arc impoertant to his book and
that they have zlready been shared
with a British journalist.

\". James Bamicid's “*Puzzle Palace:
A Report on America’s Most Secret
Agency.” is tentatively scheduled for
publicaticn in October. and the free
publicity the Justizce Department has
piven it by irving to correct the govern-
meni’s own “"Catch-227 of rules prom-

i‘scs to boost its initial press run to a
*preity healthy printing” beyond the

oricinal plan of 10.000.
So far. the federal go»emmen! has

_madec no plans for legal action, a Justice

spokesperson said, but it has suggested
that litigation is possible, probably af-
ter publication. “"There are options,”™
the spokespzrson told PVW. Robie Ma-
cauley. scnior editor at Houghton Miff-

" lin. szid one Justice letter asking for

return of. the material stated *‘we re-

serve the n“ht to 12 ake action afler

publication.™
Bamford's attorney in ths matter is
Mark Lvnch of the American Civil Lib-

erties Union. who has represented oth- -

er authors. including Frank Snepp, in
First Amendment cases.

The book, which Bamford hopes is
- **The book on NSA.” offers insights
“into the government spy agency that .

has been even more secretive than the
Central Intelligence Agency. Ironical-

Iy. Bamford told PW in a telephone -

interview from his home in Boston, the

. disputed documeats’led to only two or

three pages in a £00-page book and
comprise only a minute portion of the
“shelves' and shelves® worth of maten-
1" he got from the National Archives,
|lnar) archives and others.
Much of the information about \‘SA

- came from some of the first interviews '

ever grznted outsiders (most oh the
record). admissions of illegal activities,
and cven a tour of the clectronic spy

agency that few Americans cven know

exists.

According to Bamford. he had
learned of the existence of documents
the Justice Department had in a 1975
criminal proceeding involving NSA and
ClA.
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_dents and antiwar protesiors.”™
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*“The lustice Departmeni felt thid
giving the National Sccurity Agcncy
revicw of the Jocuments before they
released them to me might thwart the
Jjustice svsicm by piving the NSA the
opportunity to review their own crimi-
nal file,”” Rumford :=aid. Therefore, he
asked for the documents in the casc
under a Frecdom of information Act

filing in the full of 1978, and they were!

relcesed-1o him nine months later.
NSA and CIA found out about the

papers released to him and requested

copies. Biunford said. When they veere

turned over, NSA told Justice the doc-;
uments comtained classified informa-|

tion and should never have becen re-

leased. Justice tock no action. But.!
" coincidentally or not. the department’

began trying to get the documents back
after the Reagan adminictration look
over, Bamford said.

- Bamford also didn't know the impor-

tancc of the documents to the spy agen--

cies. "I just had them sitting over in my

corner and two yeurs later I got a call -

from the Justice Department saving
they want them back.” By that time. he

‘said, **that part of the hook had already

been finished and to the publishers,™
and a document had been made avail-

ablz to a British jouinalist because of .

the revelation in “"one key sentence™ of

" the existence of exchanges of wiretap

information between NSA and its cven

more secrct British counterpart, Gen-
eral Commumcat;ons Hcadqmncrs '

(GCHQ). .
The sem;nce. Bamford said, re-
ferred to the cooperation of the two

agencies in “‘an illegal American opera- - |
. - * - ~ -
tion code-named . ‘Minaret,

where
GCHQ supplied 'NSA with tapes of
intercepted communications of an ille-
gal operation aimed at dumestic dissi-
includ-
ing actress June Fonda, Dr. Martin

Luther King and Dr, Bcnj.nmm mek .

among others.
Houghton Mifflin's \Iamul«.) sand

" the British tic-in would help sales in

that country and that a British cdition
of *Puzzle Palace™ was planned, but
that no agreement had been signed with

a publisher there. He and Bamford said .
- the British and other forcign angles
. cumprise only ubout $5 of the book.
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Despite discussions with Justice offi-
cials, Bumford said no amicablz soly-
ticn has bcen reached. In lizht of
planned publication und s copy bc.nﬂ in
thé hands of a British journalist. Bem.’
ford said he couldn't understand wha .

-Justice centinued to pursue the mutier.

The ‘material was imporant to- his. .
book, he said, and.""there re \‘:'. wasn’t
much ronm l'ur negotiation.”™”

Macaunley didn't appear saddened by
th: publicity. pumunl) geacrzted in
WO siccessive stories in the New York
Tines. Promotion and first- -printing

Pans will be made at a sales conference
W May, he szid, - . . H.F. ~




